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to revolution, propaganda and agitation is not enough.   These masses must
acquire independent political experience.

Lenin severely criticizes the "Left** doctrinaires, their dogmatic, stereo-
typed approach to revolutionary tasks and their aversion for activities among
the broad masses. First of all it is necessary to win the vanguard to the side
of Commumsm3 he writes; but the vanguard alone cannot win victory,
The revolutionary vanguard of the proletariat, the Communist Parties, must
win over to their side the majority of the working class and of the masses of
the working people generally. They must be able to lead these masses to
revolution,, skilfully training them with the aid of their own political ex-
perience and making allowance for the different national and national-
political conditions. The strategy and tactics of the Communist Parties
must be as flexible as possible. The parties must learn to utilize aH methods
of waging the struggle, from armed insurrection to the revolutionary utiliza-
tion of even the most reactionary trade unions and parliaments. They must
be able to combine legal and underground activities ; they must be able to
attack boldly and fearlessly, but must also be able to retreat in an organized
manner, to manoeuvre, to enter into practical compromises "even with the
Devil and Ms grandmother." They must be able to take advantage of the
friction,, conflicts and quarrels in the enemy camp, and quickly and un-
expectedly substitute one form of struggle for another when circumstances
demand it.

Lenin also drafted the principal resolutions for the Second Congress of
the Communist International in which he generalized the practical experience
of the world proletarian revolution. He drafted the -theses outlining the
tasks of the Communist International, and also those on the agrarian and the
national and colonial questions. He also drew up the conditions of affiliation
to the Communist International, which safeguarded the Communist Parties
from the penetration of opportunist elements.

The Second Congress of the Communist International was held in the
slimmer of 1920. Lenin made several reports and took part in the debates
on a number of questions. At one of the sessions he, in order to impress
Ms views more dosely on the minds of the delegates concerned, spoke in
German when dealing with the Communist Party of Germany, and in French
when dealing with the Communist Party of France. The substance of all Ms
utterances may be reduced to the following points : the Communist Parties
must be organized on the basis of the principles of revolutionary Marxism;
they must be dosely linked up with the masses; they must display great
determination and skill in wielding Marxist strategy and tactics in preparing
for the victorious socialist revolution.

While directing the proceedings of fhe Second Congress of the Com-
munist International, Lenin did not for one moment relax his attention
to the situation on the fronts of the civil war and did all in his power to ensure
victory over the enemy.

He summed up the situation created after die Soviet-Polish wax in Ms
report to the Ninth Conference of the Party, held in September 1920, as
follows:

"Hitherto, we have been the only force operating against the entire world
of imperialists, with, the sole ambition of penetrating the tiny crevices
between them to prevent them from crushing us. But now we say: We
ate now stronger than we were before, and to every attack on your part we
shall retaliate with a counter-attack to make you understand that you have